Launching Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook and Workshop: 8th Grade Poetry


	

	Preparation
	· Narrative poems have one thing in common, they all tell stories. Gather a set of narrative poems for use in class during this unit. Through immersion and conversation students will learn to understand narrative poetry. The poems gathered should represent a variety of topics.
· Teacher explains that we have a special time during our school day to work just on writing. 

· During our writing time, we must be respectful of everyone.  We write silently and do not talk so we can all concentrate on our writing.

· Students will choose their “writer’s spot” in the room, and understand that their spots are safe, quiet spots where they will be able to work on writing without being disturbed.

· Writers have special notebooks (composition book) in which they keep images, thoughts, and ideas for future writing.  These are our own, personal notebooks where we will be able to write down ideas and begin drafts of stories. 

· We have a special place in our classroom where we store our writing materials and all will understand where writing notebooks, portfolios, and other writing materials are stored. Teacher and students make agreements about how and where materials will be stored and respected.

· Students should be seated in groups of four for this session.

· Prepare the tool from session one on an overhead to use during modeling.



	Teaching Point
	Students will establish a writer’s notebook and use strategies to gather ideas for writing stories that matter. They will gather seed ideas by responding to content from mentor poems.

	Active Engagement
	· Read 2-3 narrative poems to the classroom Define what a narrative poem is together. (see attached elements of a narrative verse and make an anchor chart for classroom display)
· Discuss the structure of the poem and how it looks. 

· Use the overhead to model the tool students will be using today while exploring narrative poems.

· Determine the narrative poems topic and discuss how the poet has told their story using a poem. Put a post-it on each poem used during demonstration noting the topic.
· Try to promote through the conversation how people express themselves through poetry.
· Show students how in your own notebook you list out connections you may have made with each poem or stories you remembered during your reading of each poem.



	Independent Practice
	· Pass 3 narrative poems from the classroom collection to each group of students.
· Students should use the session one tool to explore the various narrative poems given to them. They should be charting on the tool the topic of each poem, what makes it a poem and how it reflects narrative verse elements.

· Students should create a list in their notebooks of connections made with the poems read. Any stories from their lives they remembered during these reading should also be included in the list.

	Share
	· Students turn and talk and choose favorite poems to report out to the whole group explaining feelings they experienced during the reading.

· Share the favorite poem from each group for discussion.
Focus Question: How do writers use poetry to express themselves and make connections to readers and the world around them?


	Assessment
	Completion of the tool and teams effectively reporting out.


	Session 2

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks
· Copies of How to Eat a Poem by Eve Merriam and the quote from Gwendolyn Brooks to give as gifts to the students to place in their notebooks.
· Mentor poems on all sorts of topics for students to look at.  These should be a wide range of seemingly frivolous topics, but well-written in description and story.  Naming the World: A year of Poems and Lessons by Nancie Atwell is a great resource, but any poetry anthology that you like will work.
· This session you will need one mentor poem for the students to look at.  We suggest You Can’t Write a Poem About McDonald’s by Ronald Wallace 
· Overhead/Chart of What Poetry Can Do


	Teaching Point
	Poets need to see that topics for writing poetry come from all sorts of occasions.



	Active Engagement
	Use as a “script” to talk to your students:

· Tell the students you have a gift for them to aid them in their journey towards becoming poets.  Hand out the two quotes and briefly discuss their meaning and why they should tape them into their notebooks.
· Show the chart What Poetry Can Do and explain that poems matter in the stories that we have to tell.  Poetry gives a different kind of voice to the moments that we wish to share in writing.

· Distribute copies of You Can’t Write a Poem About McDonald’s by Ronald Wallace for the students.  
· Read the poem aloud as the students follow along.  (You will have practiced reading this aloud prior to the students hearing you so that they will be fully immersed in the tone and diction.)
· Ask students to mark places that they found interesting or funny or noteworthy for any reason.  Good description, good transitions, etc.
· Have students reflect in their notebooks how this poem on an ordinary place struck resonance and was able to make a connection.
· Chart out their response to keep a record of the students’ thinking.


	Independent Practice
	· Have students make a list of ordinary things, people, places, etc. that could be topics of poetry.

· Students will turn and talk to their shoulder partners about their lists, adding and deleting as necessary.

· If time allows, they may even start a poem in the same style as Ronald Wallace.

	Share
	Focus Question: How do poetry writers recognize the moments, feelings, actions, artifacts, people and animals that might be the seeds of their poems?
· Students can report out the ordinary things, people, places, etc. that could be topics of poetry.

· Teacher will chart responses to keep posted in the room.

	Homework


	· Have students write down at least twenty ordinary things, people, places, etc. that could be topics of poetry from home.



	Assessment
	Effectively reporting out and completion of notebook activity.



	Session 3

	Preparation
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Copies of On the Way to School to handout to students.

· Session 3 Element Locator Tool

· Overhead of the tool

	Teaching Point
	Students will understand how poetry is used to reveal and express themselves in a manner that connects to the world around them.

	Active Engagement
	Discuss:

· Through immersion, study and conversation, students will learn to read and understand narrative poetry.  They will recognize the ideas in poems as well as the craft and structural decisions that create a narrative poems meaning.

· Narrative poetry is poetry that tells a story. Narrative poetry has characters, dialogue, conflicts, plot and setting.

· The difference between a story and narrative poem is that the narrative poem is in poetic form not in prose. It relies on rhythm and rhyme and is arranged in stanzas.

· The poem presented has a plot, a sequence of events that take place and that present a conflict. Next the poem adds complications. 



	Active Engagement 2
	· Read the poem aloud chorally. Discuss the poem and its organization using the elements of a narrative verse chart. What is the topic, theme, voice, viewpoint, moment and ending?

· Chart your responses on the Session 3 Element Locator Tool.

· Finish discussion by discussing the stanzas and rhythm pattern.



	Share
	· Students can be made “famous” by volunteering to share their work from the day. Encourage them to preface the sharing time by explaining decisions they made as a poet.

Focus Question: What are useful forms of organization for narrative poetry writers?


	Independent Practice


	· Pose the question how many of you have been tardy or late to something.

· Use the listing strategy to record in student notebooks their experiences.

· Have the students choose one experience and create a narrative poem using the “I” point of view or “voice”. Create a poem about being late or tardy. Divide your poem into stanzas of   4-6 lines. Use a definite rhythmic pattern.



	Homework/ Extension


	· Teacher self-disclosure often gives students permission to write more honestly, freeing them from fear of being judged. Maybe begin your independent practice by sharing a poem you wrote about being tardy.



	Assessment
	Walk around and record progress of each student. Ask the writers what types of decisions they are making to influence their poems.



	Session 4

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Narrative Verse Anchor Chart
· Writing Folders
· Variety of high interest mentor narrative poems containing good descriptive details, sensory language, similes, metaphors and other precise language. (www.teenink.com)
· A list of definitions of figurative language devices and descriptive words.

· Post-It  notes

	Teaching Point
	Students will develop an understanding for literary devices in narrative poetry. They will learn how these devices can be used to convey meaning. They will experiment using literary devices in their writing.

	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Narrative poetry writers use imagery and figurative language to create an effect     on the reader.”

· “Narrative poetry writers make use of description that creates vivid pictures in the minds of the reader.  The most common types of figurative language are similes, metaphors, and personification.”

· Similes are used to compare two different things using “like” or “as.”

              Example: The metal edge of the chair was as sharp as a razor’s edge.

· Metaphors compare unlike things without the use of comparison words.  Example: The road was a ribbon winding through the maze of trees and hills.
· Personification is a form of figurative language that gives inanimate objects or animals human characteristics.  Example: The wind reached down and plucked the leaves from the lawn.
· Teacher will model for the students how to take some “plain” description and make it more powerful through the use of imagery and figurative language. 

· First, write a sentence on chart paper or the overhead that describes a person, place, object, or animal. Make this sentence very plain in description. (Example: The dog was fat.)

· Tell students that this sentence contains description, but that it is not very interesting or powerful because it does not put a clear picture in the reader’s mind.

· Rewrite it using a simile. (Remind students that a simile is a comparison using “like” or “as.”)

                The dog was as fat as a giant pillow.

· Rewrite the sentence using a metaphor.  The dog was a giant lumpy pillow waddling down the road.
· Rewrite the sentence using personification (and a little humor)  The dog’s food bowl spoke to him.
· In addition to figurative language, teacher should also discuss the use of descriptive language. 
· Using a excerpt from a  narrative poem, read the passage aloud from the overhead and ask students to point out phrases or sentences which help them "see" the experience.

	Independent Practice
	· Students should return to the notebook Session 1 lists of connections created with previous narrative poems. Any stories from their lives they remembered during Session 1 should be included in the list.

· Students should choose a topic from the list to generate a new narrative poem in which they experiment with literary devices.

	Share
	· Students will pass their writer’s notebook around in their writing groups to share. 

· The group members will acknowledge the writers use of literary devices by posting notes next to them.

· Remind students to use friendly specific language in their acknowledgment notes.

Focus Question: What is the importance of literary devices in poetry and how do they help convey meaning?


	Assessment


	· Teachers should move about the room and check for understanding. Points could be assigned for participation
· 


	Session 5

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebook

· Writer’s Folders 

· Six copies of the mentor poems provided or poems you choose to share.

· Students should be in their writing and review groups. (groups of four are ideal)

· Pre-read and familiarize yourself with the mentor poems.

· Copy the Narrative Structure Tool to ensure each student has one when reviewing the mentor poems.


	Teaching Point
	Students will analyze narrative structures such as line, couplet and stanza in mentor poems. They will experiment writing with such structures.



	Active Engagement
	· Highlight the key points below – use anchor charts- turn and share groups or large group instruction. Students should have the definitions readily accessible.

· The structural elements include line, couplet and stanza. Poets combine the use of language and a specific structure to create imaginative and expressive work. These structures are also used when considering the visual effect of a finished poem. The structures of many types of poetry result in groups of lines on the page which enhance the poem's composition.

· A couplet is two of something. A couplet is a poem made of two lines of rhyming poetry. There are no rules about length or rhythm. Two words that rhyme can be called a couplet.

· A line is a unit of language into which a poem is divided, which operates on principles which are distinct from and do not necessarily coincide with grammatical structures, such as the sentence or clauses in sentences.
· A stanza consists of a grouping of lines, set off by a space, which usually has a set pattern.


	Independent Practice


	· experiment with writing poems using imitation and other strategies

	Share
	Focus Question: How do writers improve writing skills by studying work from other authors?


	Active Engagement 2
	

	Homework/ Extension


	

	Assessment
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