Questions List to Use When Planning Your Memoir: What the Reader will Need or Want to Know

Questions for memoirs when the subject is a person:

1. How long have you known this person?

2. When did you first meet and how did you meet?

3. What do you like about this person?

4. How has this person helped you?

5. Is there one thing that he or she always says?

6. How do you feel about this person?

7. What have you learned from this person?

8. What’s the first thing you notice when you see this person?

Questions for memoirs when the subject is a place:

1. What are your feelings when you think about this place?

2. When was the first time that you went to this place?

3. What’s you favorite thing to do in this place?

4. Who else comes to this place?

5. If you could change one thing about this place, what would it be?

6. How often do you go there?

7. Does everyone feel like you do about this place?

8. Is this place the same today as it was in the past?

9. What’s the most important object in this place? Why?

Questions for memoirs when the subject is an animal (pet):

1. What physical feature of this animal do you like the best?

2. What’s the first thing you notice about this animal when you see him?

3. Pretend this animal is with you right now. Close your eyes. What would you be doing with it?

4. What is this animal’s favorite thing to do?

5. When did you get it?

6. How did you get it?

7. How do you feel when you are with it?

8. Does everyone feel the way you do about this animal?

9. What’s one funny thing that it does?

10. How does this animal help you or how do you help it?

Questions for a memoir when the subject is an object:

1. How did you get this object?

2. How long have you had it?

3. How do you feel when you’re with it?

4. Where is it right now?

5. Has it changed any since you first got it?

6. What’s your favorite thing to do with it?

7. Does everyone feel like you do about this object?

8. How has it helped you?

9. Is there a time when you really need it?

10. What if you lost it?
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