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Launching the Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook and Workshop: 7th Grade Memoir


	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 1

	Preparation
	· Composition notebooks for all students.
· Example of teacher’s notebook, as well as, any other examples available from previous students, etc.

· Magazines, colored paper, markers, craft supplies and any other items that would assist in personalizing notebooks.

· Quote Sheet cards of Natalie Goldberg’s quote and Joan Didion’s quote on writing and keeping a notebook.



	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers record of all their thoughts, ideas, memories and stories in a Writer’s notebook for further development.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students
· Teacher explains to students that we are on a journey to becoming better writers.  On that journey we will be using writer’s notebooks.
· These notebooks are for students to record thoughts, ideas, stories, notes and images that will lead on the journey of becoming a writer.

· Everyone’s notebook is their own and no one else will read your notebook unless you have given permission.  Discuss how the teacher will be checking the notebooks, but not reading personal entries without the students’ permission.
· Discuss that writing time is sacred and that we will honor that time with quiet.

· Everyone will honor this beloved writing time with respect and tolerance.

· Students are free to write in any spots in the room they feel most comfortable.

· Explain that you are giving them a gift for their notebooks.  You will hand the students colored cards of the writing quotes from Joan Didion and Natalie Goldberg to paste in their notebooks.


	Independent Practice
	· Students will be given this time to personalize their notebooks.
· Explain that personalizing their notebooks gives them ownership and self-awareness.  Teacher will show/explain how s/he decorated their notebook.


	Share
	Focus Question: How does having a personalized Writer’s Notebook enhance the journey of becoming a writer?
· Students can show off starts of decorated notebooks.  Continue to explain that personalizing notebooks will occur over time and does not need to be done in one session.
· Finally, have a last chat about being respectful with our minds, hearts and bodies with what we say and do in regards to each other’s notebooks.
· Lastly, students will only share what they want to share.  They are writing in their notebooks for themselves only.


	Homework/ Extension


	Students can bring in other items from home to continue to personalize our notebooks.

	Assessment

	Every student should have a notebook.


	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 2

	Preparation
	· Composition notebooks for all students.
· Gore Vidal and Gerald Clarke quote cards on memoir writing for each student.
· ​My Map Book by Sara Fanelli 


	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers use strategies to mine for seed ideas looking for focus on a brief period of time, a place or a recurring behavior.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· Tell students that they will be writing a memoir.  Explain that a memoir is a piece of narrative writing that is based on an author’s past experience.  The memoir reflects on what was learned from that experience and usually focuses on a brief period of time, a place or a recurring behavior.
· Explain that you have a gift for them to begin their memoir writing journey with, and hand out the Gore Vidal and Gerald Clarke quote cards on memoir writing.

· Explain that writers need to look into themselves for seed ideas to write about.  

· Seed ideas are those small moments from our lives that center on our thoughts, emotions and way of being in the world.

· Memoir writers mine for these seeds from places that cover a brief period of time, a place or a recurring behavior as they contemplate their place in the world.

· Let’s make a “map” of our worlds our notebooks.

· Teacher will read/show ​My Map Book by Sara Fanelli.  It is best projected on a screen to see the colors and the words on the pages.

· Explain that the writer has created maps of his most special and meaningful places.  The maps are labeled and decorated with important memories and details.

· Tell the students that they will also create maps in their notebooks of their special places.

· They will use these maps to mine for seed writing ideas that will be developed over the length of this unit.

· Teacher will demonstrate by creating a map of his/her own on the overhead, projector or chart paper.
· Teacher will talk aloud about what s/he is drawing and why s/he is labeling various locations.  Example, “This is a map of my room growing up.  Here is the window I would look out to the garden to watch my grandma instead of napping.”
· Teacher will begin to create anchor charts on the characteristics of memoir to hang in the classroom.


	Independent Practice
	· Students will work on their maps.  Limit maps to 2-3 so as not to cloud the memory pool.

· Students should label the locations and be able to speak to the memory of that place.



	Share
	Focus Question: What strategies are used to reconstruct a memory to reveal the internal feelings of the writer?
· Students can turn and talk to their shoulder partner about their maps.

· Teacher will debrief with the class about the mapping experience and review the definition of memoir.


	Homework/ Extension
	Students will need to begin thinking about and writing down possible memoir ideas.

	Assessment
	Teacher may assign points for the students’ maps, as well as, circulate and check in during the pair and share time.

	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 3

	Preparation
	· Composition notebooks for all students.

· Students’ maps from the previous session.
· ​My Map Book by Sara Fanelli 
· What Will I Write About?  tool
· A Folder for each student to have as a Writing Folder to keep and maintain all the tools for the remainder of the unit.


	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers explore events or series of related events that remain lodged in memory and reconstruct those events to reflect personal significance.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· All memoirs have a purpose.  
· Memoirs are about specific periods of time, places and events.  
· Memoirs give authors insight into what they have learned about themselves or about others through their experience.
· Now that you have mapped out your world, let’s narrow the focus to a few events or moments that could potentially be turned into a memoir.

· Use the What Will I Write About? Tool to organize your thoughts into possible seed ideas.

· Teacher will demonstrate how to use the tool with his/her own map on the overhead, projector, etc.

· Begin to create anchor charts that list the characteristics of Memoir.

· Have students keep their tools in their Writing Folder that will be referred to throughout this unit.


	Independent Practice
	· Students will complete their What Will I Write About? tool using the maps they created in the notebooks from the previous session.



	Share
	Focus Question: How does understanding the writer’s feelings about a memory help to understand the significance of the event?
· Students can turn and talk to their shoulder partner discussing their findings and how these events/experiences hold personal significance.

· Teacher will debrief with the class about the What Will I Write About? tool and have students report out their findings.


	Homework/ Extension


	Students will need to begin thinking about and writing down possible memoir ideas.

	Assessment


	· Teacher may assign points for the What Will I Write About? tool, as well as, circulate and check in during the pair and share time.

· Teacher may also use the Writing Folder as a way to assess.




	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 4

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· What Will I Write About?  tool from previous session
· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Planning a Memoir tools
· Writing Folders


	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers take small moments and establish context, point of view and sequence.

	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Last session we chose three events/experiences that have potential as pieces for memoir writing.”
· “I will now ask you to choose one to work with and see what you can harvest from your reflecting that will make for a worthy memoir.”
· Teacher will refer to the anchor charts that have been added to and posted in the room regarding structure and characteristics of memoir.

· Teacher will give students the Planning a Memoir Part I tool.  Students will be asked to choose one of their events/experiences and pull out a seed idea using the guidelines given.

· The teacher will model this process on a projector, etc. with his/her own writing example, talking aloud so the students can hear the thinking behind the process.

· Students will complete Planning a Memoir Part I.
· The teacher will then place on the overhead, projector, etc. Planning a Memoir Part II.

· The teacher will review that events in memoirs have purpose.  “Memoirs show what the author has learned AFTER experiencing a memorable moment.  In order to do that, they also need to show feelings from BEFORE the moment as a way to build up to this realization.”

· “Using this tool, we are going to practice the same thing with our own events.”

· Teacher will demonstrate how to use the tool with his/her own writing.

· Students will complete Planning a Memoir Student Worksheet.


	Independent Practice
	· Students will complete Planning a Memoir Part I.
· Students will complete Planning a Memoir Student Worksheet.
· Teacher will judge how much time is needed for the students to complete these tasks.



	Share
	Focus Question: What strategies or techniques can be used to express feeling and emotion in a given memoir?
· Between each part, students can turn and talk to their shoulder partner discussing their findings and what they are choosing to write about.  Always remind the students to be respectful in how they reflect, share and discuss each other’s writing.
· Teacher will debrief with the class about the Planning a Memoir Student Worksheet and have students report out the writing decisions they have made.



	Homework/ Extension


	Students will need to begin thinking about and writing down possible memoir ideas.  This is a good place to discuss the Memoir Rubric and the expectations for the task.

	Assessment


	· Teacher may assign points for the What Will I Write About? tool, as well as, circulate and check in during the pair and share time.

· Teacher may also use the Writing Folder as a way to assess.




	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 5

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Memoir Study Tool
· Reader Response Chart
· Writing Folders
· Excerpts of a variety of memoirs that will fit the culture of your classroom for students to read. Recommendations are: Bad Boy; A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers, When I Was Your Age Volume I Original Stories About Growing Up (there is a Volume II as well), 13: Thirteen Stories That Capture the Agony and Ecstasy of Being Thirteen by James Howe, Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen—there are numerous possibilities here.  Use what you enjoy and the students will enjoy the stories as well.

	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers immerse themselves in the memoir genre to guide their own memoir writing.

	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Writers look to other writers for inspiration.  When writing your own memoir, it is helpful to look at other author’s in the same genre to see how they have crafted their events/moments and expressed their understandings for those moments.”

· “We are going to read and study a collection of memoirs to look for the elements and characteristics of memoir that we have been studying.”

· “All of you are going to be reading a selection of memoir stories.  I will give you a tool to reflect on these memoirs. As readers, you will respond to the memoirs.”

· Teacher will give students the Memoir Study tool along with their Writing Folders.

· Teacher will have students group into fours.  Call these groups Reader Response groups as they will be responding to what they are reading.  There should be enough copies of each memoir for the group, as well as the Memoir Study tool.

· Teacher will model how to read and answer the tool.  This is where it is important to have established turn & talk protocols.  Explain to the students that each group member has important insight to add to the conversation.  It is acceptable for everyone to have different responses to the reading. 

· Have the Reader Response Chart posted in the room and review the questions.

· Students are to read together and answer the questions.  You may time the task as you see fit depending on how many memoirs you will have the students reading.

· Repeat the process with the remaining memoirs.



	Independent Practice
	· Students will read the various memoirs in their reader response groups using the Memoir Study tool.


	Share
	Focus Question: How does reading others’ memoirs help us to gain insight into our own stories and the realizations we have to tell?
· At the end of the reading & responding time, the teacher will facilitate a class discussion on the findings and the students’ responses to the Memoir Study tool, as well as use the guiding questions on the Reader Response Chart.



	Homework/ Extension


	Students can take the inspiration from these memoirs and apply it to their own writing.

	Assessment


	Teacher may assign points for the Memoir Study, as well as, circulate and check in during the Reader Response time.  Points may be allotted for participation.  Writing Folders may also be used as an assessment tool.


	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 6

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Memoir Study Tool
· Writing Folders
· Memoir Structure Chart
· Excerpts of a variety of memoirs that will fit the culture of your classroom for students to read. Recommendations are: Bad Boy; A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers, When I Was Your Age Volume I Original Stories About Growing Up (there is a Volume II as well), 13: Thirteen Stories That Capture the Agony and Ecstasy of Being Thirteen by James Howe, Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen—there are numerous possibilities here.  Use what you enjoy and the students will enjoy the stories as well.


	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers analyze the text structure of various memoirs to push their own thinking to write on meaningful moments.


	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Memoir writers make very specific and purposeful decisions about what to include in their memoirs.”

· Explain the following:

· Every event in the memoir has to have a purpose

· The memoir needs to show attitudes or feelings before, so that the reader understands the author’s learning at the end.

· The memoir needs to show the before part several times.

· The memoir needs to show the after.  How did the learning change the author?

· Every event needs to build toward, show or explain the significance of the author’s learning.

· “Let’s look the memoirs we have read, as well as the ones we are writing ourselves, and pull out the before, after and the learning.
· Teacher will model the Memoir Structure Chart.  Students will continue to analyze the memoirs they were reading from the previous session.



	Independent Practice
	· For this task, students may remain with their Reader Response Groups to complete the chart.


	Share
	Focus Questions: How does understanding the writer’s feelings about a memory help to understand the significance of the event? How do the narrative components of memoir aid in the telling of the story?

· Groups will report out their thinking and the teacher will chart the information on the overhead, projector, chart paper, etc. for the class to see.

	Homework/ Extension


	Students can take the inspiration from these memoirs and apply it to their own writing.

	Assessment


	Teacher may assign points for the Memoir Structure Chart, as well as, circulate and check in during the Reader Response time.  Points may be allotted for participation. Writing Folders may also be used as an assessment tool.



	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 7

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Writing Folders
· Copies of the students’ memoirs, as well as good dialogue examples from the mentor memoirs that you have been using.
· For this session, the following text is recommended, Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, Usage, and Style into Writer's Workshop by Jeff Anderson and Vicki Spandel (Paperback - Jan 1, 2005), but any mentor text or grammar book on the fundamentals of dialogue would do. 

	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers use narrative techniques such as dialogue to develop experiences and events that shows, either directly or indirectly, why they are significant.

	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Writers, let’s go back to our memoirs and see what we can learn about the narrator, which is ourselves.  Remember that memoirs have something to say or teach about the author’s memorable experience.”

· “It is important to show what the narrator is experiencing, not just tell the experience, and one of the ways is through the use of dialogue.”

· Review how dialogue can directly and indirectly reveal information about characters in memoir, in addition to revealing why events are significant.

· “We learn a lot about a character in a story by the things that they do and the things that they say.  Memoir writers use a variety of dialogue to add interest and depth to the story they are telling.  Dialogue also gives insight into what the characters are thinking, their feelings and how they act.  Understanding how to punctuate and use dialogue is an important skill for a memoir writer to have.”

· Teacher will review on the overhead, projector, etc. the rules & uses for dialogue.  The students should contribute to the list of rules.  

· Use copies of mentor texts with dialogue to show these rules, as well as, show text with errors for the students to see corrected.

· Conclude with a discussion on tagging dialogue with action, emphasizing that how something is said reveals information about a character as well.

· At the end of this session create a “Dialogue Rules” Anchor Chart to post in the room that captures the class discussion.



	Independent Practice
	· Have students return to their own memoirs to revise for dialogue incorporating a variety of uses that directly and indirectly reveal information as the memoir progresses. 



	Share
	Focus Question: What strategies or techniques can be used to express feeling and emotion in a given memoir?

If time allows, students can turn and talk to peer edit with each other, or in their Reader Response Groups for the correct use of dialogue in their memoirs.



	Homework/ Extension


	Students should continue to revise and edit their memoirs as they work towards a final piece.  Refer back to the Memoir Rubric.

	Assessment


	Teacher will circulate and check in during the Independent Revising time.  Points may be allotted for participation. Writing Folders may also be used as an assessment tool.



	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 8

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Writing Folders
· Copies of the students’ memoirs, as well as good transition examples from the mentor memoirs that you have been using.
· For this session, the following text is recommended, Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, Usage, and Style into Writer's Workshop by Jeff Anderson and Vicki Spandel (Paperback - Jan 1, 2005), but any mentor text or grammar book on transition words would do. 
· Transition Words Chart Copies of lists can be found in of Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, Usage, and Style into Writer's Workshop by Jeff Anderson and Vicki Spandel (Paperback - Jan 1, 2005), as well as other resources that your district may already have on hand.



	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers use a variety of transition words and phrases to signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· From the text of Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, Usage, and Style into Writer's Workshop by Jeff Anderson and Vicki Spandel (Paperback - Jan 1, 2005), 

“Adverbs and conjunctive adverbs can add depth and coherence to texts.  Oftentimes they act as transition words to help guide a reader through a writer’s ideas, signaling a contrast or comparison, or supporting an idea.”

· Memoir writers use transition words to signal shifts in time and sequence.

· Transition words link sentences and paragraphs.

· Teacher will review on the overhead, projector, etc. the rules & uses for transition words.  

· Teacher will also display a list of common transition words for the students to review.  Copies of lists can be found in of Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, Usage, and Style into Writer's Workshop by Jeff Anderson and Vicki Spandel (Paperback - Jan 1, 2005), as well as other resources that your district may already have on hand.

· Teacher will also need to review comma usage as it relates to transitions, i.e. adverbs and conjunctive adverbs.



	Independent Practice
	· Have students return to their own memoirs to revise for use of transition words to signal shifts in time and sequence.



	Share
	Focus Question: How do the narrative components of memoir aid in the telling of the story?  What are ways in which these narrative components can be manipulated to write an effective memoir?

If time allows, students can turn and talk to peer edit with each other, or in their Reader Response Groups for the correct use of transitions in their memoirs.



	Homework/ Extension


	Students should continue to revise and edit their memoirs as they work towards a final piece.

	Assessment


	Teacher will circulate and check in during the Independent Revising time.  Points may be allotted for participation. Writing Folders may also be used as an assessment tool.



	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 9

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Writing Folders
· Copies of the students’ memoirs, as well as good descriptive details, and sensory language examples from the mentor memoirs that you have been using.
· A list of definitions of figurative language devices and descriptive words.



	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers use relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Memoir writers use imagery and figurative language to create an effect on the reader.”

· “Memoir writers make use of description that creates vivid pictures in the minds of the reader.  The most common types of figurative language are similes, metaphors, and personification.”

· Similes are used to compare two different things using “like” or “as.”

              Example: The metal edge of the chair was as sharp as a razor’s edge.

· Metaphors compare unlike things without the use of comparison words.  Example: The road was a ribbon winding through the maze of trees and hills.
· Personification is a form of figurative language that gives inanimate objects or animals

              human characteristics.  Example: The wind reached down and plucked the leaves from the lawn.
· Teacher will model for the students the students how to take some “plain” description and make it more powerful through the use of imagery and figurative language. 

· First, write a sentence on chart paper or the overhead that describes a person, place, object, or animal. Make this sentence very plain in description. (Example: The dog was fat.)

· Tell students that this sentence contains description, but that it is not very interesting or powerful because it does not put a clear picture in the reader’s mind.

· Rewrite it using a simile. (Remind students that a simile is a comparison using “like” or “as.”)

              The dog was as fat as a giant pillow.

· Rewrite the sentence using a metaphor.  The dog was a giant lumpy pillow waddling down the road.
· Rewrite the sentence using personification (and a little humor)  The dog’s food bowl spoke to him.
· In addition to figurative language, teacher should also discuss the use of descriptive language. 
· Using a passage from a  text or other source, read the passage aloud from the overhead and ask students to point out phrases or sentences which help them "see" the experience in their own memoirs, as well as the ones that have read in class.



	Independent Practice
	· Have students return to their own memoirs to revise for use of imagery and figurative language in description.

	Share
	Focus Question: How do the narrative components of memoir aid in the telling of the story?  What are ways in which these narrative components can be manipulated to write an effective memoir?

If time allows, students can turn and talk to peer edit with each other, or in their Reader Response Groups for the correct use of transitions in their memoirs.



	Homework/ Extension
	Students should continue to revise and edit their memoirs as they work towards a final piece.

	Assessment


	Teacher will circulate and check in during the Independent Revising time.  Points may be allotted for participation. Writing Folders may also be used as an assessment tool.



	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 10

	Preparation
	· Writer’s Notebooks.

· Elements of Memoir Anchor Chart
· Writing Folders that include all the drafts, charts, notes and copies of the students’ memoirs.
· Copies of mentor memoirs that you have been using in class that have strong conclusions as models.  “Everything Will Be Okay” by James Howe from When I Was Your Age Volume I Original Stories About Growing Up is a good example here.


	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers provide a conclusion that reflects on the experience or event and the meaning of these events in retrospect.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “We have talked about memoirs being used to show a personal understanding or realization based on an event or experience in an author’s life.”

· “Memoirs are structured that there is an understanding BEFORE the event and then the realization or final understanding AFTER the event.”

· Explain to the students that a memoir’s conclusion is the anchor to the story.  This is where the final realization is revealed to the reader.  The “ah-ha” or “I see” moment.  A reader connects with the author at this juncture.

· Distribute copies of “Everything Will Be Okay” by James Howe from When I Was Your Age Volume I Original Stories About Growing Up so that each student has their own copy to mark up.

· Read the story as a class and then ask the students to mark where they feel is the BEFORE, AFTER and new understanding or realization moments.

· Have students complete the Memoir Study sheet first on their own, then turn and talk with a shoulder partner.

· Teacher will model and when class in complete in the task, they will report out and share responses.



	Independent Practice
	· Have students move to their own memoirs.  With the same shoulder partner, the students will fill out a Memoir Study sheet for their partner’s memoir.  

· Student partners will discuss each other’s BEFORE, AFTER & new understanding or realization moment.  When completed, the students will return the Memoir Study sheet to their partners so that they may use them for revision.



	Share
	Focus Question: What is the definition of a meaningful conclusion and how does that enrich the memoir?

What does it mean to be reflective?  How does being reflective make one a better writer?

· Have students report out on the experience of reflecting on each other’s BEFORE, AFTER & new understanding or realization moment.

· This is a good place to chart any new ideas or thoughts on the writing of memoir.



	Homework/ Extension
	Students should continue to revise and edit their memoirs as they work towards a final piece.  Refer back to the Memoir Rubric.



	Assessment


	Teacher will circulate and check in during the Independent turn and talk time.  Points may be allotted for participation & the Memoir Study sheets. Writing Folders may also be used as an assessment tool.



	
	Launching Memoir Writing:  Session 11

	Preparation
	· Clean, typed copies of all the students’ final memoirs.
· A treat/snack for the class such as juice and doughnuts.
· A podium or lectern.
· An author’s chair.
· Post-It Notes


	Teaching Point
	Memoir writers celebrate their journey towards a new understanding or realization.



	Active Engagement
	Use this as a “script” for talking with your students

· “Today we are going to celebrate the writing that we have done as Memoirists.  You have worked hard to be reflective, thoughtful and purposeful in your writing.”

· “We have read, shared and revised and now it is time to celebrate our accomplishments with each other because, that is what writers do and that is who we are; writers.”

· Explain to the class that authors give readings of their work for audiences.  On a voluntary basis, students will come up and read their memoirs to the class in no particular order.  If a student feels their memoir is too personal to read aloud they do not have to, but they could choose to have another student read it or the teacher.  This is something that you may need to have arranged in advance, depending on the length of the class period.

· Remind students that this time, like writing time, is sacred and we honor everyone with good audience skills.  Again, this is something that will have needed to be established in advance.

· Guests are also welcomed into the classroom such as the principal, other teachers, parents, etc.

· During the readings the class is offered a treat/snack to enjoy.

· Once the readings are done, students will lay their memoirs on their desks.  The class will circulate with their Post-it notes around the room to each desk giving a word, phrase or sentence of encouragement and positive feedback; similar to a gallery walk.

· When students return to their seats, they may take the comments that were left and put them in their Writing Folders or Writer’s Notebook.



	Independent Practice
	· Students will read their Memoirs as though at an actual reading.  They are expected to take this as a serious, reflective moment that aids in their growth as a writer.

· Those in the audience must demonstrate good audience skills with respect and quiet.



	Share
	Focus Question: How can celebrating the writer and the writing make one a more thoughtful and reflective writer?

· Students can reflect on this experience in their Writer’s Notebooks and share with the class if time allows.



	Homework/ Extension
	NA



	Assessment


	Students’ final memoir piece is the formal, summative assessment based on the rubric provided.  You may also provide points for good audience participation.
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