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Critical Reading: Digging Deeper into Text





How Does the Text Say It? What techniques of Craft and Structure does the author use in the text?





Genre


Article (Internet, magazine)


Newspaper (News, Feature, Editorial/Op Ed)


Scholarly Articles


Pamphlet


Journal/Diary/Letter


Memoir/Autobiography/Biography


_____________________ (Other)





Text Structure


Problem/Solution


Question is…, Dilemma is…, The puzzle is…, To solve this…, One answer is…,


One reason for the problem is…





Compare/Contrast


Same as, Similar, Alike, As well as, Not only…but also, Both, Instead of, Either…or, On the other hand, Different from,


As opposed to





Sequence/Chronological/Time Order


First, Second, Next, Then, Before, After, Finally, Following, Not long after, Now,


Soon





Cause/Effect


So, Because, Since, Therefore, If…then, This led to, Reason why, As a result, May be due to. Effect of, Consequently, For this reason





Description/Enumeration


For instance, Such as…, To begin with. An example, To illustrate, Characteristics





*Look for the topic word (or a synonym or pronoun) to be repeated














Text Features


Title (Question/Statement)


Illustrations


Headings/Sub Headings


Margin Notes


Font Size


Color


White Space


Boldface/Italics/Underlining


Parenthesis


Forward/Dedication


Footnotes


Charts/Graphs


Diagrams


Appendix


Pictures


Index








Tone/Mood


Persuasive


Argumentative


Propagandistic


Matter of fact/straightforward


Humorous


Disdainful


Informal/formal


Conversational


Scholarly


Pessimistic/Optimistic


Satiric


Biased








Source/Credibility


Date of Publication


Source(s) -Expert/Novice


True/Misleading


Reliable/Unreliable Narrator


Bias








�





#1 Identify the Genre





#3


Describe the Features





#4


Who is the Source?





#2


Look for Signal Words





#5


What is the Tone?





Putting It All Together


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Resources for Question #2:


http://www.literacyleader.com/?q=textstructure








Describe the author’s writing style





What techniques of Craft and Structure does the author use in the text? Think About:


Genre


Text Structure


Text Features


Tone/Mood


Source/Credibility


Author’s Craft








Author's Craft/Writing Techniques


Catch Lead ( Uses a question or quote)


Show-not-tell


Use of statistic


Professional/scientific vocabulary/domain-specific/nomenclatures (Latin or Greek roots) or foreign words


Technical Vocabulary


Quoting experts, citing books, articles, journals


Precise/detailed examples in proof


Examples chosen for audience appeal/interest


Explanation, description, definition, step-by-step how-to


Varying sentence length


Word choice


Punctuation for effect (ellipses, parenthesis, exclamation points, boldface, italics)











