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Universal Design for Learning

The goal of using Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) is to provide the highest academic standards to all of our students. Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a set of principles that provides teachers with a structure to develop their instruction to meet the needs of a diversity of learners. UDL is a research-based framework that suggests each student learns in a unique manner. A one-size-fits-all approach is not effective to meet the diverse range of learners in our schools. By creating options for how instruction is presented, how students express their ideas, and how teachers can engage students in their learning, instruction can be customized and adjusted to meet individual student needs. In this manner, we can support our students to succeed in the CCLS. 

Below are some ideas of how this Common Core Task is aligned with the three principles of UDL; providing options in representation, action/expression, and engagement. As UDL calls for multiple options, the possible list is endless. Please use this as a starting point. Think about your own group of students and assess whether these are options you can use. 

REPRESENTATION: The “what” of learning.  How does the task present information and content in different ways? How students gather facts and categorize what they see, hear, and read. How are they identifying letters, words, or an author's style? 
 In this task, teachers can… 

ACTION/EXPRESSION: The “how” of learning. How does the task differentiate the ways that students can express what they know? How do they plan and perform tasks? How do students organize and express their ideas? 

In this task, teachers can… 

ENGAGEMENT: The “why” of learning. How does the task stimulate interest and motivation for learning? How do students get engaged? How are they challenged, excited, or interested?  
In this task, teachers can… 

Visit http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/CommonCoreLibrary/default.htm to learn more information about UDL.

