DBQ and the Core Curriculum

Building a case for using DBQ:

The following standards from the National Core Curriculum document http://www.corecurriculum.org are supported by the implementation of the Document Based Question (DBQ) Project http://www.dbqproject.com in English Language Arts and Social Studies classrooms, grades 4-12.  DBQ Project is a well-developed strategy that provides students in-depth interaction with primary and secondary source historical documents about American and World History events and issues. DBQ is especially powerful and meaningful for student learning when English Language Arts and Social Studies/History teachers collaborate in curriculum integration.
Literary Nonfiction, History/Social Studies Texts to be read in K-5 include biographies, autobiographies, books about history, science and the arts; and digital media sources on a range of subjects.

Reading Standards for Informational Text

	Key ideas and Details


	DBQ tasks/activities that support the Key Ideas and Details standards include the study and analysis of primary source and secondary source historical documents.  Students use the material within those documents to support their own thesis in answer to a meaningful focus question, as they develop a persuasive essay. 



	Grade 4 

1. Draw on details and examples from a text to support statements about the text. 

2. Determine the main idea and supporting details of a text; summarize the text. 
3. Describe the sequence of events in an historical or scientific account, including what happened and why, based on specific information in a text.

Grade 5

1. 1. Quote from a text to support statements about the text. 
2. 2. Determine two or more main ideas and how they are supported by details; summarize the text. 
3. 3. Explain the relationships between two or more historical events or scientific concepts by drawing on specific information from one or more texts.
Grade 6

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
2. Analyze how a central idea develops over the course of a text, drawing on key details. 

3. Determine the causes or reasons that link different events, ideas, or information in a text, drawing on key details. 
Grade 7

1. Cite several sources of textual evidence when useful to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Analyze how two or more central ideas in a text relate to one another, drawing on key details.  
3. Describe in detail how an author introduces, illustrates, and elaborates a key idea in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
Grade 8

1. Cite a wide range of evidence throughout the text when useful to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

2. Provide an objective summary of a text, accurately conveying an author’s view and specific points.

3. Analyze how an author introduces, illustrates, and elaborates two or more significant ideas in a text, including how the relationship between the ideas is expressed.

Grades 9-10

1. Cite evidence in the text that most strongly supports a specific analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
2. Analyze in detail the development and refinement of a central idea in a text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details. 
Grades 11-12
1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves things uncertain.

2. Analyze how multiple ideas in a text interact, build on, and, in some cases, conflict with one another. 



Reading Standards for Informational Text
	Craft and Structure


	DBQ tasks/activities that support the Craft and Structure standards include the study and analysis of multiple primary and secondary source historical documents.  The point of view of the author or illustrator is considered as students compare and contrast the material in the documents to determine their position on a focus question. 



	Grade 4
6. Compare an eyewitness account to a secondhand account of the same event or topic. 

Grade 5

6. Analyze two accounts of the same event or topic and describe important similarities and differences in the details they provide.

Grade 6

6. Compare and contrast one author’s point of view on events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 
Grade 7

6. Describe an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her point of view from that of others. 
Grade 8

6. Compare and contrast the points of view and purposes of two authors writing about the same topic. 
Grades 9-10

6. Analyze documents of historical and literary significance, including foundational U.S. documents (e.g., the Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights) for their premises, purposes, and structure. 
Grades 11-12

6. Analyze how various authors express different points of view on similar events or issues, assessing the authors’ assumptions, use of evidence, and reasoning, including analyzing seminal U.S. documents (e.g., The Federalist, landmark U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents). 




Reading Standards for Informational Text
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



	DBQ tasks/activities that support the Integration of Knowledge and Ideas standards include the study of multiple primary and secondary source historical documents.  Students analyze multiple perspectives of various documents to develop an understanding of the issues surrounding a historical event and determine an answer to a pertinent focus question about that event.



	Grade 4

7. Interpret factual information presented graphically or visually (e.g., in charts, diagrams, time lines, animations, and interactive elements) and explain how the information contributes to understanding a print or digital text. 

8. Explain how an author uses evidence to support his or her claims in a text. 
9. Describe how two or more texts on the same subject build on one another; provide a coherent picture of the information they convey. 
Grade 5

7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

8. Explain how an author uses evidence to support his or her claims in a text, identifying what evidence supports which claim(s).

9. Integrate information from several texts on the same subject in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  
Grade 6

8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment presented in a text. 

9. Assess the similarities and differences between two or more texts on the same subject and apply the knowledge gained to inform reading of additional texts. 
Grade 7

8. Identify the stated and unstated premises of an argument and explain how they contribute to the conclusions reached. 

9. Analyze where two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same subject and determine whether the texts disagree on matters of fact or on matters of interpretation. 
Grade 8

8. Evaluate an argument’s claims and reasoning as well as the degree to which evidence supports each claim. 

9. Compare and contrast how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 
Grades 9-10

7. Synthesize information presented in different formats (e.g., text, video, multi-media) to generate a coherent understanding of an issue. 

8. Assess the truth of an argument’s explicit and implicit premises by determining whether the evidence presented in the text justifies the conclusions. 
9. Analyze how authors argue with or otherwise respond to one another’s ideas or accounts of key events, evaluating the strength of each author’s interpretation. 
Grades 11-12

7. Synthesize and apply multiple sources of information presented in different formats in order to address a question or solve a problem, including resolving conflicting information. 
8. Evaluate the reasoning and rhetoric that support an argument or explanation, including assessing the relevance and sufficiency of evidence and identifying false statements or fallacious reasoning.

9. Synthesize explanations and arguments from diverse sources to provide a coherent account of events or ideas, including resolving conflicting information.




Reading Standards for Informational Text
	Range and Level of Text Complexity


	DBQ tasks/activities that support the Range and Level of Text Complexity standards include close and critical reading of multiple primary and secondary source historical documents. Because the documents are from various, and possibly unfamiliar, eras of American and World History, students stretch themselves as they collaboratively investigate the various documents, while discussing ideas and building understanding and knowledge through scaffolded instruction.  



	Grade 6

10. Read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the grades 6–8 text complexity band; read texts at the high end of the range with scaffolding as needed. 
Grade 7

10. Read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the grades 6–8 text complexity band; read “stretch” texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity band with scaffolding as needed. 

Grade 8

10. Read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the grades 6–8 text complexity band; engage in sustained practice with “stretch” texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity band with scaffolding as needed.

Grades 9-10

10. In grade 9, read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the grades 9–10 text complexity band; read texts at the high end of the range with scaffolding as needed. 
In grade 10, read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the grades 9–10 text complexity band; read “stretch” texts in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band with scaffolding as needed. 
Grades 11-12

10. In grade 11, read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band; read texts at the high end of the range with scaffolding as needed. 
In grade 12, read informational text independently, proficiently, and fluently in the 

grades 11–CCR text complexity band; read “stretch” texts in the Beyond CCR text complexity band with scaffolding as needed.




College and Career Readiness Standards for Writing

	Text Types and Purposes


	DBQ tasks/activities that support Text Types and Purposes standards include the writing of a persuasive essay in which they present an opinion on a pertinent focus question.  They analyze multiple perspectives of various documents from an important historical event to develop this answer in a multiple paragraph paper.  Their thesis is developed and is supported by factual material and vocabulary from the documents.  Students learn to refute others’ arguments, while strengthening their own.



	Grade 4

1.  Write opinions in which they: 

a. Introduce an opinion about a concrete issue or topic and create an organizing structure where related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link reasons and details together using words and phrases (e.g., so, then, for instance, in addition). 
d. Adopt an appropriate style for sharing and defending an opinion. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

2. Write informative/explanatory pieces in which they: 

a. State the topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections. 

b. Develop the topic using facts, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate links to join ideas within categories of information. 

d. Employ domain-specific vocabulary when appropriate. 

e. Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation offered. 
Grade 5

1. Write opinions in which they: 

a. Introduce an opinion about a concrete issue or topic and create an organizing structure where ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

c. Link reasons and details together using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, generally, specifically). 

d. Adopt an appropriate style for sharing and defending an opinion. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section.

2. Write informative/explanatory pieces in which they: 

a. State the topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically. 

b. Develop the topic using relevant facts, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
c. Use appropriate links to join ideas within and across categories of information. 

d. Employ domain-specific vocabulary and some technical terms when appropriate. 

e. Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation offered.

Grade 6

1. Write arguments in which they: 

a. Introduce a claim about a topic or issue and organize the reasons and evidence to support the claim. 

b. Support the claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to convey the relationships among claims and reasons. 

d. Sustain an objective style and tone. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument. 
Grade 7

1. Write arguments in which they: 

a. Introduce a claim about a topic or issue, acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically to support the claim.  

b. Support the claim with logical reasoning and detailed, relevant evidence that demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the topic. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to convey the relationships among the claims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Sustain an objective style and tone. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows logically from the argument. 
Grade 8

1. Write arguments in which they: 

a. Introduce a claim about a topic or issue, distinguish it from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically to support the claim. 

b. Support the claim with logical reasoning and detailed and relevant evidence from credible sources to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the 

topic.  

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to make clear the relationships among claims, reasons, counterclaims, and evidence. 

d. Sustain an objective style and tone. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows logically from the argument.

Grades 9-10

1. Write arguments which they:  

a. Introduce a precise claim, distinguish it from alternate or opposing claims, and provide an organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop a claim and counterclaim fairly, supplying evidence for each, while pointing out the strengths of their own claim and the weaknesses of the counterclaim. 

c. Use precise words, phrases, and clauses to make clear the relationships between claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims. 

d. Sustain an objective style and tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the specific discipline as well as to the audience’s knowledge of the issue. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows logically from the argument and offers a reflection or recommendation. 
Grades 11-12

1. Write arguments in which they: 

a. Introduce a substantive claim, establish its significance, distinguish it from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization so that claims, reasons, and evidence are purposefully and logically sequenced. 

b. Develop a claim and counterclaim thoroughly and fairly, supplying the most relevant evidence, while pointing out the strengths of their own claim and the weaknesses of the counterclaim. 

c. Use precise words, phrases, and complex syntax to make explicit the relationships between claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims.  

d. Sustain an objective style and tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the specific discipline as well as to the audience’s knowledge, values, and possible biases. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows logically from the argument and offers a reflection or recommendation. 



College and Career Readiness Standards for Writing

	Production and Distribution of Writing


	DBQ tasks/activities that support Production and Distribution of Writing standards include the writing of a persuasive essay in which students present an opinion on a pertinent focus question. They plan for writing during careful analysis and collaborative discussion of primary and secondary historical documents.  Students sort facts and organize their thinking about the topic through “buckets” of information as a graphic organizer. They develop their answer in a multiple paragraph paper that includes a “hook” and a thesis, supporting paragraphs that use factual material and vocabulary from the documents, a refutation, and a concluding paragraph.  Appropriate writing conventions and grammar are expected in this writing.  Because this writing is done over the course of several days to more than a week, there is time for revision and editing.



	Grade 4
4. Produce coherent and clear writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Grade 5
4. Produce coherent and clear writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade- specific expectations for writing types are defined in Standards 1–3 above.)

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Grade 6
4. Produce writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
Grade 7
4. Produce writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach after rethinking how well questions of purpose have been addressed. 
Grade 8
4. Produce writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach after rethinking how well questions of purpose and context have been addressed.
Grades 9-10
4. Produce writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for this standard are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific task and context. 

Grades 11-12
4. Produce writing in which the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for this standard are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.


College and Career Readiness Standards for Writing
	Research to Build Knowledge



	DBQ tasks/activities that support Research to Build Knowledge standards include a careful analysis and collaborative discussion of primary and secondary historical documents.  Students engage in the close and critical reading of various documents that present multiple perspectives on some historical event.  Because the DBQ is an all-inclusive activity, students and teachers may spend as little or as much time as needed to gain deep understanding.  There is flexibility in how much discussion, preparation for writing, drafting, revising, and final publication of a finished essay.  Depending on the audience, various methods of electronic presentation may be included.



	Grade 4
7. Perform short, focused research tasks that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a single topic.

8. Gather relevant information from experience as well as print and digital sources, take notes and categorize evidence, restate information in written text, and provide basic bibliographic information. 

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned: 

a. Apply grade 4 reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses evidence to support his or her claims in a text”). 

b. Apply grade 4 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in detail a character, event, or setting, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., from a character’s thoughts, words, deeds, and interactions with others”). 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Grade 5
7. Perform short, focused research tasks that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic using several sources.

8. Gather relevant information from experience as well as print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide basic bibliographic information.

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned: 

a. Apply grade 5 reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses evidence to support his or her claims in a text, identifying what evidence supports which claim(s)”). 

b. Apply grade 5 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, events, or settings in a text, drawing on specific details”). 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Grade 6
7. Perform short, focused research projects in response to a question and refocus the inquiry in response to further research and investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility of each source, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and documenting sources. 
9.  Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned. 

a. Apply grade 6 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries, adventure stories), comparing and contrasting their 

approaches to similar themes and topics.”). 

b. Apply grade 6 reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment presented in a text”). 
Grade 7
7. Perform short, focused research projects in response to a question and generate additional related and focused questions for further research and investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others, avoiding plagiarism and 

following a standard format for citation. 

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned. 

a. Apply grade 7 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze a specific case in which a modern work of fiction draws on patterns of events or character 

types found in traditional literature (e.g., the hero, the quest). 

b. Apply grade 7 reading standards to literary nonfiction(e.g., “Identify the stated and unstated premises of an argument and explain how they contribute to the 

conclusions reached”).
Grade 8
7. Perform short, focused research projects in response to a question and generate additional related questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources using advanced search features; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the evidence, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned: 

a. Apply grade 8 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character to historical sources from the same period as a means of understanding how authors use or alter 

history”). 

b. Apply grade 8 reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Evaluate an argument’s claims and reasoning as well as the degree to which evidence supports each claim”). 

Grades 9-10
7. Perform short, focused research projects and more sustained research; synthesize multiple sources on a subject to answer a question or solve a problem. 
8. Assemble evidence gathered from authoritative print and digital sources; assess the credibility and accuracy of the information and its strengths and limitations in terms of answering the research question; and integrate selected information into the text, avoiding over-reliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned. 

a. Apply grades 9–10 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze a wide range of nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, comparing and contrasting approaches to similar ideas or themes in two or more texts from the same period.”). 

b. Apply grades 9–10 reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Assess the truth of an argument’s explicit and implicit premises by determining whether the evidence presented in the text justifies the conclusions”). 
Grades 11-12
7. Perform short, focused research projects and more sustained research; synthesize multiple authoritative sources on a subject to answer a question or solve a problem. 

8. Analyze evidence gathered from multiple authoritative print and digital sources; assess the credibility and accuracy of the information and its usefulness and relevance for the specific task, purpose, and audience; and integrate selected information into the text, following a standard format for citation. 

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned. 

a. Apply grades 11–12 reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and transforms fictional source material, such as how Shakespeare draws on a story from Ovid, or a later author draws on Shakespeare”). 

b. Apply grades 11–12 reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Evaluate the reasoning and rhetoric that support an argument or explanation, including assessing the relevance and sufficiency of evidence and identifying false statements or fallacious reasoning”).




College and Career Readiness Standards for Writing
	Range of Writing


	DBQ tasks/activities that support Range of Writing standards include the close and critical reading of various primary and secondary historical documents that present multiple perspectives on some historical event.  Because the DBQ is an all-inclusive activity, there is flexibility in how much time is needed for discussion, preparation for writing, drafting, revising, and final publication of a finished essay.  Depending on the audience, various methods of electronic presentation may be included.  In addition, there are many DBQs (and mini-Qs) that will fit standards and expectations at the various grade levels, so there are multiple opportunities for research, discussion, drafting of writing, revision, and final presentation.



	Grade 4

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Grade 5

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Grade 6

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Grade 7

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Grade 8

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Grades 9-10

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Grades 11-12
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.



Speaking and Listening Standards
	Comprehension and Collaboration



	DBQ tasks/activities that support Comprehension and Collaboration standards include the close and critical reading of various primary and secondary historical documents that present multiple perspectives on some historical event.  Students have time for extended classroom discussion to help them develop their thinking and opinions for later writing.  In preparation for writing, students learn to organize their thinking and consider the vocabulary of their arguments for maximum impact and power.  As they discuss ideas, they may listen for others’ thoughts and opinions in order to use or refute them later.  DBQ encourages civil discourse in discussion and thoughtful, evidential writing.



	Grade 4

1. Initiate and engage in group discussions on grade 4 topics and texts being studied in class. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read required material; in discussions, explicitly draw on that material and other information known about the topic. 

b. Pose and respond to questions as well as build on the ideas of previous speakers. 

c. Acknowledge new information provided by others and incorporate it into their own thinking as appropriate. 

2. Paraphrase the key information or ideas presented 

graphically, visually, orally, or multi-modally. 
3. Identify the claims and supporting evidence used by a speaker or a presenter. 

Grade 5
1. Initiate and engage in group discussions on grade 5 topics and texts being studied in class. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read the required material; in discussions, explicitly draw on that material and other information known about the topic. 

b. Respond to questions with elaboration, make comments that contribute to the topic, and build on the ideas of previous speakers. 

c. Ask questions to clarify or follow up on ideas or information presented orally or through media. 

d. Draw conclusions based on the ideas of others and incorporate them into their own thinking as appropriate. 
2. Summarize the key ideas and supporting details presented graphically, visually, orally, or multi-modally.

3. Summarize the claims made by a speaker or presenter and explain how each claim is supported with evidence.

Grade 6

1. Initiate and engage actively in group discussions on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 

a. Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on that material in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines. 

c. Build on the ideas of others by asking relevant questions and contributing appropriate and essential information. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and extend their own thinking in light of new information learned. 
2. Interpret information presented in visual or multimodal formats and explain how the information clarifies and contributes to a topic or issue under study.  
3. Delineate the claims made by a speaker or presenter and detail what evidence supports which claims.  
Grade 7

1. Initiate and engage actively in group discussions on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 

a. Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on that material in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines. 

c. Advance a discussion by asking questions, responding precisely, and sharing factual knowledge and observations. 

d. Ensure a hearing for the range of positions on an issue. 

e. Take the views of others into account and, when warranted, modify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting elements presented in oral, visual, or multimodal formats and explain how the information clarifies and contributes to an understanding of a topic or issue under study. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s or presenter’s reasoning and claims as well as the degree to which each claim is logically supported by the evidence provided. 
Grade 8

1. Initiate and engage actively in group discussions on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 

a. Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on that material in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines. 

c. Advance a discussion by asking questions, responding precisely, and sharing factual knowledge and observations supported by credible evidence. 

d. Ensure a hearing for the range of positions on an issue. 

e. Qualify or justify, when warranted, their own thinking after listening to others’ questions or accounts of the evidence. 
2. Determine the purpose of and perspectives represented in oral, visual, or multimodal formats and evaluate whether the information is laden with social, commercial, or political motives. 

3. Assess the truth of a speaker’s or presenter’s premises and the validity of his or her conclusions.
Grades 9-10

1. Initiate and participate effectively in group discussions on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 

a. Prepare for discussions by reading and researching material under study and explicitly draw on that preparation in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines and to establish roles. 

c. Build on essential information from others’ input by asking questions and sharing comments that enrich discussions. 

d. Acknowledge the ideas and contributions of others in the group, reach decisions about the information and ideas under discussion, and complete the task. 

e. Evaluate whether the team has met its goals. 

2. Synthesize information presented visually or multimodally with other information presented orally, noting any discrepancies between the data that emerge as a result. 

3. Determine a speaker’s or presenter’s position or point of view by assessing the evidence, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

Grade 11-12

1. Initiate and participate effectively in group discussions on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 

a. Prepare for discussions by distilling the evidence or information about the material under study and explicitly draw on that preparation in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines, establish roles, and determine ground rules for decision making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views). 

c. Propel conversations forward by asking questions that test the evidence and by sharing findings that clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

d. Summarize accurately the comments and claims made on all sides of an issue and determine what additional information, research, and tasks are required for the team to complete the task. 

e. Evaluate whether the team has met its goals. 
2. Integrate multiple streams of data presented through various mediums, evaluating the reliability and credibility of each source of information in order to answer questions, solve problems, or build knowledge. 
3. Evaluate the information conveyed and rhetoric used by a speaker or presenter, identifying logical errors in reasoning and exaggerated or distorted evidence.




Speaking and Listening Standards
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas


	DBQ tasks/activities that support Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas standards include a careful analysis and collaborative discussion of primary and secondary historical documents to gain deep understanding.  There is meaningful discussion, thoughtful preparation and organization for writing, and time for drafting, revising, and final publication of a finished essay. Students develop their product initially as a multiple paragraph paper that includes a “hook” and a thesis, supporting paragraphs that use factual material and vocabulary from the documents, a respectful refutation of other perspectives, and a concluding paragraph. Depending on the audience, various methods of electronic presentation may be included.



	Grade 4
4. Report on events, topics, or texts in a focused, organized manner, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate, specific facts, details, examples, or other information to develop main ideas.  
6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 

(See “Conventions” in Language, pages 22–26, for specific demands.) 
Grade 5

4. Report on events, topics, or texts in a focused, organized manner, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate, specific facts, details, examples, or other information to develop main ideas. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See “Conventions” in Language, pages 22–26, for specific demands.) 

Grade 6
4. Present information, emphasizing salient points with pertinent descriptions and details and using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See “Conventions” in Language, on pages 47–50, for specific demands.) 
Grade 7
4. Present claims and findings with relevant and specific descriptions, facts, and examples, and use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See “Conventions” in Language, pages 47–50, for specific demands.) 
Grade 8
4. Present claims and findings with relevant evidence that is accessible and verifiable to listeners, and use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See “Conventions” in Language, pages 47–50, for specific demands.)
 Grades 9-10

4. Plan and deliver relevant and sufficient evidence in support of findings and claims such that listeners can follow the reasoning, adjusting presentation to particular audiences and purposes. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See “Conventions” in Language, pages 47–50, for specific demands.) 
Grades 11-12
4. Plan and deliver focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives such that the line of reasoning and sources of support are clear and alternative perspectives are addressed, adjusting presentation to particular audiences and purposes.   
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See “Conventions” in Language, pages 47–50, for specific demands.)



College and Career Readiness Standards for Language
	It is understood that the Conventions in Writing and Speaking and Vocabulary Acquisition and Use as outlined in each of the grade level Language Standards, Grades 4-12, will be supported, strengthened, and expected in the development of skills during any DBQ project.  DBQ is especially powerful and meaningful for student learning when English Language Arts and Social Studies/History teachers collaborate in curriculum integration.



	Conventions in Writing and Speaking, Grades 4-12



	1. Demonstrate a command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 
2. Demonstrate a command of the conventions of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
3. Make effective choices about language, punctuation, and sentence structure for meaning and style. 


	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use, Grades 4-12



	4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases encountered through conversations, reading, and media use. 
5. Understand the nuances of and relationships among words. 
6. Use grade-appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain-specific words and phrases purposefully acquired as well as gained through conversation and reading and responding to texts.



