World Languages Collaborative

Thursday, April 28, 2011

9:35 AM

 

1. Welcome-Intros all around--U.P. joined via distance

 

2. Goals of the ISD Collaborative
a. Create a system of support as the state implements the world language requirement

b. Increase communication between MDE, ISDs and LEAs/PSAs about the World Language requirement

c. Identify resources:  curriculum, program models, assessments

d. Identify ISD World Language Contacts--act as a conduit for dissemination of information, answer question for LEAs

 

3. Walk-In Topics
a. What are others doing?

i. Elementary

ii. Middle

iii. High

iv. Special Education students

b. Creating a greater sense of urgency with administrative folks

c. Test out/exit out

d. Technology solutions

e. Networks

f. Will languages be considered as shared courses/core?--This has not been answered by pupil accounting at this point, but will be addressed in the near future.

g. Teacher evaluation--what assessments should we be using?

h. Awarding HS credit to MS students in foreign language

i. What supports are going to be ready for at-risk and special education learners

j. CTE students--how can we work together to make this happen

k. Logistics--every student, two years--(hiring teachers)

 

4. A View from ISD:  Consultants' Conversation
a. District readiness

i. Awareness--creating that sense of urgency that they need to address this issue now

ii. Connecting them to network, resources that can help

iii. Long held practices may need to change to meet the requirement for all students

iv. Financial pieces

v. Technology--MVU (may not meet the state requirement when used alone as there is not production), ITV, GenNet

b. ISD Readiness

i. Communication network--established (a bit fuzzy yet)

ii. Plan of support, professional development, possible creation of a Moodle Site for support

1. Saginaw ISD is using a Moodle to deliver the instruction--Spanish

iii. Building/facilitating relationships with language teachers and Special Education teachers to bridge the divide

iv. Possibly create a MOP Co-Op position to help folks meet the requirement?

v. Include the parochial schools in conversation and possible PLC--authentic lessons/assessments, network development, 

vi. Oakland County has an advisory council--meet four times per year, discuss issues, share resources.  Elementary network (3x/year--full year), PD, sharing, walk-in topics.  Chinese teacher network--same format as others.  

1. Curriculum resources--High School Mandarin Level 1,2, 3--4 coming soon; Model curriculums for Elementary. . All standards based.  Oakland is willing to share their resources-Mandarin elementary (2-3);  Spanish 1- 5.  ASL coming in June.  

2. Oakland is piloting an Arabic course--level  1 and 2

c. Resources--please give credit where credit is due

i. Oakland ISD--Arabic, ASL, Chinese  http://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/tabid/881/Default.aspx  

ii. MSU Confucius Institute  http://confucius.msu.edu/news/htm (focus:  tech solutions and curriculum)

iii. WSU  Confucius Institute  http://www.class.wayne/edu/ci/  (focus:  teacher training)

iv. WMU Confucius Institute  http://internatinal.wmich.edu/content/blogcategory/253/908/  (focus:  music and art)

v. U of M Confucius Institute  http://confucius.umich.edu  

 

5. Starting on the same Page Activity
a. ACTFL--American Council on Teaching of Foreign Language
b. 5 Cs

i. Communication

1. Interpersonal--speaking and negotiating

2. Interpretive--listening and reading

3. Presentational--speaking and writing

ii. Culture

iii. Connections with other disciplines

iv. Comparison--compare own culture with new culture and language

v. Communities

c. What languages qualify to meet the requirement?--All spoken languages and American Sign Language
d. With what graduating class does the new requirement go into effect?  2016  What grade are these students in--7th
e. How can a district verify a student has met the requirement without a proficiency assessment?  Transcripts
f. What changes are required for high school courses to meet the requirement?  Must address all 5 Cs; curriculum must be aligned with the Michigan world Languages Benchmarks; Assessments must be aligned with the Michigan World Languages Benchmarks at the minimum level; credit will be measured in seat time with an expectation of exit proficiency equivalent to Novice High.

g. Proficiency guidelines--Intermediate low--intermediate mid reflecting continued study beyond the two required credits; pre-advanced reflecting extended sequences of study.  Anything other than HS credit bearing course requires (i.e. test out--no school or language experience/transcript) a proficiency test . 
h. What is the proficiency level necessary to test-out of two credits?  Novice High
 

6. World Language Requirement Overview--goal is proficiency--use it to do something!

· Online experience does not meet the requirement of World Language requirement--possibly, but not necessarily--experience does not necessarily mean a whole course--it is locally defined

a. Class of 2016--current 7th graders must meet this requirement.  Completed two credits or a World Language in grades 9-12 OR have an equivalent learning experience in grades K-12 or beyond school. . What does this mean and how do we make it happen???  Review of standards/benchmarks and guidelines documents [http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924_41644_46112---,00.html]

i. Organized around the 5Cs

1. 5 Strands

2. 11 Standards

3. Benchmarks with assessments aligned to these

 

· Less Commonly Taught (LCT) Language Updates
a. Arabic--Dr. Wafa Hassan--hassanw@msu.edu   Curriculum is available by request if you indicate you are part of the grant.    Assessment is also available. . . You must have a certified teacher, fluent in Arabic, who can be trained to give the assessment.

b. ASL--curriculum available Irma Torres-- irma.torres@oakland.k12.mi.us on the web site mentioned above.  Assessment:  SLPI, SCPI. . .must have HQ staff that is ASL certified  (Madonna is currently looking at putting programs in place as are some community colleges--there is a 2 year lag so we will have to use emergency certification)

c. Chinese--see resources above  ↑

d. Heritage Languages--more to come

e. Indigenous Languages--more to come

 

f. Support and Professional Development
g. Professional Organizations

i. MIWLA--Michigan World Language Association  http://www.miwla.org/new/
1. Conference October 20-21 in Lansing  register at www.miwla.org  administrators, counselors and ISD personnel are asked to register by October 1 with Jennie Frazier at jfrazier@egrps.org 

ii. Central States Conference (CSC)  http://www.csctfl.org/
iii. American Association on the Teaching of Foreign Language (ACTFL)  http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1
iv. American Association for the Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP)  http://www.aatsp.org/
v. American Association for the Teachers of French (AATF)  http://www.frenchteachers.org/
vi. American Association for the Teachers of German (AATG)  http://www.aatg.org/
h. MDE

i. Consultant--very limited number of days

ii. Workshops--tiers of workshops (5)

iii. Website--under  redesign

iv. ISD Collaborative listserv--electronic version coming

v. Collaboration with MIWLA

i. ISDs

i. French and Spanish test out assessments--Bay Arenac has a start

ii. Curriculum. . . Possibly host workshops for NMLC for our region?

iii. Policy and Procedures. .  . .

iv. Instruction . . . .

v. Program Models--do not use the program models in the guidelines. . . These do not build proficiency and carryover

j. LEAs/PSAs

 

· Designing a Support System
a. Website with resources and links

b. Clarification for SE students--IEP and Personal Curriculum

c. DIISD teachers willing/experienced to do ITV instruction in Spanish and French

d. Working with Superintendents, creating an urgency and awareness

e. Models of technology, seat-time waiver, flexibility

f. Proficiency checklist--decision tree

g. Alternative education. . . 

h. More training and workshops--regional delivery model

i. Exemplars of curriculum and vetted assessments

j. Template for assessment development shared--follows authentic assessment workshop

k. Needs assessment

l. Where do counselors fit in. . Paperwork and scheduling. . . 

m. PD modalities given reluctance to release teachers 

 

· Wrap-Up and Evaluation
 

An exploratory program is nice, but does not get to proficiency!
