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Thursday, April 14, 2011 
 

7:30-8:30 a.m. Registration - Lobby Outside of Exhibit Hall A 
 
Coffee and Breakfast  - Exhibit Hall A 
 

8:30-9:00 a.m. Opening Session & Updates - Exhibit Hall A 
Linda Forward, Director, Office of Education Improvement & Innovation 

9:00-10:15 a.m. National Schools “Beating the Odds” Panel - Exhibit Hall A 
There will be a focus on school and district stories of achievement with a 
panel representing national schools. Kathy Sergeant, State Director of 
AdvancED Michigan NCA, will be the moderator.  
 
Von Sheppard 
Assistant Superintendent, Boulder Valley School District, Boulder, CO and 
former Principal of Dayton’s Bluff Achievement Plus Elementary School, St. 
Paul, MN 
 
Michael Hernandez 
Principal, Sherman Middle School, Madison, WI 
 
Anthony G. Smith 
Principal, Robert Taft Information Technology High School, Cinicinnati, OH 
 
Linda O’Konek 
Professional Development Associate, The Leadership and Learning Center, 
and former Executive Director of elementary schools, Norfolk Public Schools, 
Norfolk, VA 
 

10:15-10:30 a.m. Transition to Breakouts 

10:30-11:45 a.m. Breakout Sessions (see pages 3-10 for details) 

11:45-12:30 p.m. Lunch - Exhibit Hall A 
12:30-12:45 p.m. Title I Special Recognition Awards - Exhibit Hall A 

Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer, MDE 
 

1:30-2:45 p.m. Breakout Sessions (see pages 3-10 for details) 

2:45-3:00 p.m. Transition to Breakouts 

3:00-4:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions (see pages 3-10 for details) 

1:15-1:30 p.m. Transition to Breakouts 

12:45-1:15 p.m. Mike Flanagan, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, MDE 
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We extend our thanks and appreciation to the following: 
 

Michigan Institute for Educational Management (MIEM) 
Dan Pappas 
Diane Dick 

Danielle Dankenbring 
 

AdvancED 
 Albert Mayo, Chief Information Officer 

 
AdvancED Michigan NCA 

Kathy Sergeant 
Fiona Hinds 

Rhonda Lienhart 
 

AdvancED Michigan NCA State Council Members 
Jon Dean, Chair 

Gus Bishop   Cheryl Borchert 
Cora Christmas   Mary Jo Dismang  
Janet Haas   Terence Lunger 
Andrea McVicar   Kathryn Simila 
        Jacqueline Wickham 

 
Michigan Department of Education 

Mike Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer 

Linda Forward, Director, Office of Education Improvement & Innovation 
Mark Coscarella, Assistant Director, Office of Education Improvement & Innovation 

 
National Schools “Beating the Odds” Panel 

Von Sheppard, Michael Hernandez, Anthony G. Smith, & Linda O’Konek 
 

A special “Thank You” to Great Lakes East Comprehensive Center for co-sponsoring this event. 
 

Conference Planning Committee 
Renie Araoz   Bersheril Bailey 
Mark Coscarella   Diane Dick 
Diane Fleming   Linda Forward 
Doug Greer   Mary Head 
Mary Heidloff   Fiona Hinds 
Diane Joslin-Gould  Rhonda Lienhart 
Joni Lindeman   Sadie Mahone 
Jan Oord    Kathy Sergeant 
Deb Snyder   Ryan Starkweather 
       

 
OEII/ISD Advisory Board 

Lisa Guzzardo Asaro  Tamara Bashore-Berg 
Ben Boerkoel   Deb Dunbar   
Bruce Fay    Scott Felkey 
Carrie Haubenstricker  Holly Heaviland 
Kathy Miller   Dodie Raycraft 
Jennifer Sabsook   Laurie Schmitt 
   Linda Steigenga    
    

Presenters and Facilitators 
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P.O. Box 30008 
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