
Personal Curriculum:

Individualizing the Rigor and 
Relevance of the Michigan 

Merit Curriculum



What the best and wisest 
parent wants for his own 

child, that must the 
community want for all 
its children.  Any other 
ideal for our schools is 
narrow and unlovely; 
acted upon it destroys 

our democracy.
‐ John Dewey



Diploma or Completion?



What is 
allowable?



1.0 Credit Algebra II

Personal Curriculum

0.5 Credit Algebra II
OR

0.5 Credit Statistics
OR

0.5 Credit Functions 
and Data Analysis



1.0 Credit PE and Health
AND/OR

1.0 Credit Social Studies
AND/OR

1.0 Credit VPAA

Personal Curriculum

Additional Credit(s) in
ELA
AND/OR

Mathematics
AND/OR

Science
AND/OR

World Languages



Michigan Merit Curriculum 
(Transfer Student)

Personal Curriculum

Modifications 
“not otherwise 
allowed”*

* Civics and Mathematics Requirements



Michigan Merit Curriculum 
(Student with an IEP)

Personal Curriculum

Modifications 
“not otherwise 

allowed”



What is 
appropriate?



IEP

EDP
Postsecondary 

Goals

Plan of 
Action

Accommodations, 
Supports, Services

Course of 
Study

Personal 
Curriculum

Other 
Relevant 

Information



“…shall ensure that each pupil is 
offered the curriculum necessary 
for the pupil to meet the curricular 
requirements….”

380.1278b(7)



“…modification of the Michigan 
merit standard requirements that 
would not otherwise be allowed….”

380.1278b(5)(k)



Questions?



MDE Personal Curriculum Website
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_49879---,00.html

Personal Curriculum Network
http://personalcurriculum.ning.com/

Invitation link: http://personalcurriculum.ning.com/?xgi=4sNsrzano8HQn8

ACTPoint
http://www.actpoint.com/mi/index.cfm



Can an LEA write a personal 
curriculum for a student with an 
IEP that removes an entire required 
credit (or credits) and still grant the 
student a diploma?



General PC Questions

Gregg Dionne
Alternative Education 
Consultant
Curriculum and Instruction
dionneg@michigan.gov
517.241.4285

OR

Mary Head
Department Analyst
Curriculum and Instruction
headm1@michigan.gov
517.241.4285

Students with IEPs Questions

Sheryl Diamond
Policy Consultant
Special Education
diamonds@michigan.gov
517.335.0442

Mathematics Questions

Dan LaDue
Secondary Mathematics 
Consultant
Curriculum and Instruction
ladued@michigan.gov
517.241.4285


