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Looking at NAEP and the Common Core Standards

Guiding Questions:


What are the cognitive demands of NAEP items?


How do NAEP levels of task complexity align with rigor inherent in the CCSS?


How do we increase the complexity of task in our instruction and assessment?
Materials:


NAEP question tool power point

CCSS in mathematics or ELA



NAEP Task Complexity (for mathematics, for example)


NAEP Task Examples (content specific)

LEA content assessments and/or sample tasks 

Task #1:  Familiarization with NAEP tasks and complexity (approximately 15 minutes)

a) Introduce NAEP and its significance with respect to the CCSS. 

b) Ask pairs to look at the NAEP Task Complexity Classifications for Math and

underline the skills/expectations required in each level. See sample below. 
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  c)  Distribute copies of NAEP math tasks and ask pairs to determine and note the

level of task complexity.  

Into what category does each item fall?  Why?
        d)  Overview NAEP question generation tool power point. 

Task #2:  NAEP Task Complexity/Level Correlation to the CCSS (approximately 20

minutes) 


a)  Use the materials from task #1 and the template below.  Complete the

     template. 
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b)  Debrief.  How can teachers use NAEP as a tool to drive instructional change

      and increase alignment of tasks with the Common Core?
Task #3  Tweaking Teacher Tasks for Complexity and Rigor. 


Using LEA assessment:  Jury the assessment for level of cognitive demand and 

debrief, focusing on the current level of thinking we are asking of students. 




How do we increase the complexity of the task so that it rigorous?




How can the item be tweaked so the it aligns with the rigor

inherent in the CCSS and supports college and career readiness?

Using the CCSS:  Select one standard at the appropriate grade level.  Ask

participants to write a lower level cognitive demand task.  Then partner up and “tweak” the task so that the rigor is raised.  




What is the work of schools in shifting the instructional focus

toward tasks that are rigorous?


Using a current lesson/activity:  Jury the lesson/activity for level of current

cognitive demand.  Then align the lesson/activity with the CCSS under which it will fall.  




What is the current level of cognitive demand?




How well does that align with CCSS expectations?




How can the lesson/activity be ‘tweaked’ to more closely reflect 

the learning expectations of the CCSS?




What support will teachers need as they begin to align their work

with the rigor of the CCSS?

