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Teacher Self-Assessment Planning Tool 
for Content Area Literacy Support

Directions 

Review the rating for each literacy component you identified in the Teacher Self-Assessment for Content Area Literacy Support. Record your proficiency and frequency level ratings for each literacy component in the appropriate box with a check mark ((). For example, you should have a total of seven frequency check marks and seven proficiency check marks for reading comprehension. If you rated yourself at the same level for more than one literacy component, you will have multiple check marks in that box.

1. After completing the planning tool, you should use it for individual reflection to identify specific strengths and areas for focus. The following questions may be helpful to guide your thinking:

· Are there certain best practices that you ranked yourself as proficient or use frequently? 

· Are there areas that you ranked low? 

· Were there discrepancies between proficiency and frequency? 

· What patterns do you see that highlight best practices in your delivery of content area information? 

2. Identify specific action steps for improvement. See Additional Suggestions on Page 2 for ideas about how to plan action steps and professional development in a collaborative and strategic way with your colleagues. 

	Literacy Component Category
	Level 1


	Level 

2


	Level 3


	Level 4


	Specific Action Steps to Improve My Level of Frequency/Proficiency of Implementation

	Reading Comprehension Strategy Instruction
	Frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proficiency
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary Development
	Frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proficiency
	
	
	
	
	

	Listening/Viewing
	Frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proficiency
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing
	Frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proficiency
	
	
	
	
	

	Deep Discussion/Presenting
	Frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proficiency
	
	
	
	
	

	Thinking/ Metacognition
	Frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Proficiency
	
	
	
	
	


Additional Suggestions: 

The purpose of this tool is to help teachers self-assess individual proficiency and frequency with the use of literacy instructional best practices. The results will provide a platform for deep discussion with your colleagues to plan for additional professional development and support to increase the current level of knowledge and understanding at your school.

Questions to guide the use of self-assessment results and powerful conversations of professionals at your school may include:

· Were there many practices that were used frequently by the faculty?

· Were there best practices identified in the rubric that were unfamiliar to many of us? 

· How can we best implement those suggested best practices into specific core content areas?

· Are there collective areas for improvement that can be supported through support of the literacy coach or additional professional development? 

· Are there teachers on staff who were proficient with some of the practices who may serve as peer coaches/mentors?

· How could we use the results of the individual assessments to focus departmental discussions for inclusion of best literacy practices with content areas?
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The content for this component of CCSSO’s Adolescent Literacy Toolkit was provided by Public Consulting Group’s Center for Resource Management, in partnership with the Council of Chief State School Officers (August 2007). The content was informed by feedback from CCSSO partners and state education officials who participate in CCSSO’s Secondary School Redesign Project.


