Session 1

Writers pay attention to the world around them. As writers, we need a place to keep our notices, our thoughts and ideas, our questions about things we want to know more about, and practice writing in one place. There are certain things that writers do in a writer’s notebook, like recording memories, conversations, things that bother or interest us.

Session 2

The class is a community of writers. Students write using a process of uncovering one’s own beliefs, insights, and values and that this process requires non-judgmental and thoughtful feedback from others. Writers in a community feel free to take risks and feel comfortable exposing parts of themselves to their classmates. 
Session 3 

Writers record memories from their past with as much detail as possible to use for the basis of their writing. Writers write about stories that matter, but sometimes they don’t even know why a story is important until they write about it.

Session 4

Writers often reread to discover the significance of their stories so they can expand their writing. As they re-read, they search for parts that surprise them, repeated words or lines or images or ideas, or a line that catches their attention. 

Session 5  

Writers reveal their characters by describing their physical characteristics, behaviors and mannerisms, and dialogue.

Session 6

Writers reveal their characters by exposing their thoughts. They think about how a character’s internal story impacts the action.

Session 7 

Writers share their writing with others. A writer seeks feedback to discover what a reader sees, where there is confusion, and where new possibilities exist. They make plans to re-work their writing when they see how others view it.

Session 8

Writers give their work clarity by using proper conventions of writing. Readers can understand who is speaking with properly formatted dialogue.

Session 9

Writers celebrate their stories by sharing them with others. Listeners note what resonates with them in their peers’ writing.

Optional Session

Writers pay close attention to the world around them. They record observations and thoughts in a writer’s notebook. They include sensory details. Using the five senses (sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch) takes the reader to the place and shows the reader the situation. 
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	Ways to Use the Writer’s Reader’s Notebook

Use your writer’s/ reader’s notebook to generate ideas, record observations, reflect, and work through questions you have. This is not a place for polished writing—it is the birthplace of ideas.

For example, you might include:

· Character observations

· Descriptions of a person

· Description of a place

· Description of a thing

· Dialogue

· Extensions of earlier drafts

· Family lore

· Favorite quotes

· Imagined stories

· Lists

· Memories

· Overheard conversations

· Questions

· Re-write a story’s ending

· Reading responses

· Story ideas
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