Content Area Lesson Rubric

Purpose of Rubric

Research has shown that what we often believe as teachers and what we actually do are not always the same (Hillocks, 1999).  The purpose of this rubric is to help teachers bolster the literacy support being provided in specific content-area lessons by identifying areas of improvement.  

This rubric is founded upon the belief that teachers must do the following in order to provide effective content-area literacy support:

1. Identify student-centered learning goals and objectives.

2. Provide support before, during, and after reading/learning activities in order to help students master content-area skills and processes.  

3. Assess how well students meet the learning goals and objectives on a consistent basis.

Directions

1. Select a lesson plan to analyze.

2. Use the rubric on the following page to analyze the lesson.

3. Mark ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for the statement in each box.  
4. Identify areas to target for future learning.  Any box for which a ‘no’ was marked indicates a potential area to target for future professional development.
Reference
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Content Area Lesson Rubric
	Identifying Student-Centered Instructional OUTCOMES.

	Yes
	No
	

	(
	(
	Instructional goals and objectives are clearly stated in measurable terms.
If yes, list the goals or objectives:

	(
	(
	The instructional goals and objectives provide learners with a clear understanding of what is expected of them.

	(
	(
	Outcomes are directly linked to state and or national standards.


	Providing Literacy Instruction and Support BEFORE Reading/Learning.

	Yes
	No
	

	(
	(
	The lesson includes a specific activity that is designed to PREPARE students for the reading / learning activity.

If yes, name the strategy:

	(
	(
	The before reading / learning activity is linked to the learning goals and objectives.

	(
	(
	The before reading / learning strategy supports gradual release of instruction by MODELING or EXPLICITLY TEACHING students what they need to do or learn – e.g. Think alouds, providing exemplars, etc.


	Providing Literacy Instruction and Support DURING Reading/Learning.

	Yes
	No
	

	(
	(
	The lesson includes a specific activity that is designed to support students AS they read or engage in the learning activity.

If yes, name the activity:

	(
	(
	The during reading / learning activity is linked to the learning goals and objectives.

	(
	(
	The during reading / learning strategy supports gradual release of instruction by providing appropriate support AS students practice or complete a task – e.g. collaborative grouping.  


	Providing Literacy Instruction and Support AFTER Reading/Learning.

	Yes
	No
	

	(
	(
	The lesson includes a specific activity that is designed to support students AFTER they read or engage in the learning activity.

If yes, name the activity:

	(
	(
	The after reading / learning activity is linked to the learning goals and objectives.

	(
	(
	The after reading / learning strategy supports gradual release of instruction by having students INDEPENDENTLY demonstrate their learning – e.g. exit ticket, quick write, RAFT.


	Assessing Learning or Achievement of the Student-Centered Learning Outcomes.

	Yes
	No
	

	(
	(
	The lesson includes a specific method for measuring or determining (informally or formally) how well students have met the learning goals or objectives.

If yes, name the type of assessment:


	Targeting Areas of Growth and Learning

	Review the boxes above.  Any boxes in which you marked ‘No’ indicate potential areas for professional development.  Identify these areas.  
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