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Common Core Shifts for the Content Areas 

There are six shifts that the Common Core for Literacy requires of content area educators if we are to be truly aligned for curriculum, instruction, and assessment. 
	Shifts in Content Area Instruction for Implementation of the Common Core 

	Shift 1:

Balance Informational and Literary Texts 
	The content area staff is recognized as experts in the reading and writing connected to their particular content. Students are apprenticed to them to learn the literacy strategies and skills they need to become excellent readers and writers of that content. 
Content teachers:

· Teach students how to read the textbook, online resources, primary sources, etc. 
1. Teach text features

2. Teach text structure 

3. Teach vocabulary 

· Collaborate in cross curricular activities 



	Shift 2:

Build Knowledge in the Disciplines 
	Content area teachers shift from primarily delivering content to balancing delivery of content knowledge with the reading and writing strategies needed by students for their independent content learning. 
Content teachers:

· Slow down their content ‘coverage’
· Explicitly teach comprehension strategies such as 

1. Questioning 
2. Summarizing

3. Inferring 



	Shift 3:

Text Complexity 
	Students read the central, grade appropriate text around which instruction is centered.  Teachers create more time and space in the curriculum for this close and careful reading.  Staff reduces the amount of summarization and lecture they provide to students.  Rather than simply referring to the text, or note taking from lecture, students are expected to learn from what they read and how they personally interact with text. 


	Shift 4:

Text Based Answers 
	Instruction consistently stays deeply connected to the text on the page and teachers support students’ abilities to make evidentiary arguments, based on that text, both in conversation and in writing.  Teachers will plan for and support rich and rigorous conversations which are dependent on a common text. Writing is regularly used to monitor comprehension of text. 


	Shift 5:

Writing from Sources 
	Writing across the content areas needs to emphasize use of evidence to inform or make an argument.  Students develop skills through written arguments that respond to the ideas, events, facts, and arguments presented in the texts they read.  All content area teachers teach writing from sources. 


	Shift 6:

Academic Vocabulary 
	Explicit vocabulary instruction is integrated across the curriculum.  Vocabulary instruction moves beyond the ‘vocabulary list’ and the building-wide initiative now strategically focuses on comprehension of pivotal and commonly found words.  Less focus is placed on exclusively teaching Tier 3, targeted academic vocabulary.  The collaborative goal is to constantly build students’ ability to access more complex texts across all content areas.
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