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Adolescent Literacy Across the Curriculum 

Directions: Please complete each individual component of the rubric below by selecting the levels of frequency and proficiency that best describe your use of literacy best practices and instructional strategies to support student learning within your content area. 

Frequency: 

1 – I don’t use this best practice.

2 – I occasionally use this best practice.

3 – I frequently use this best practice during a lesson or unit.      

4 – I consistently use this best practice during a lesson or unit.

Proficiency:



1 – I don’t understand this literacy best practice or how to implement it in my classroom.

2 – I am hesitant about implementing this best practice and would benefit from seeing this practice in action in my content area.

3 – I am confident that the way I implement this best practice supports improved student learning in my classroom. 

4 – I am extremely confident when implementing this best practice and believe my use of this practice could serve as a model for others.

	Literacy Component 
	Self-Assessment 
	For scores at level 3 or level 4, provide documented evidence of best practice instructional practices, which are fully implemented. 
	Specific action steps to improve my frequency and proficiency of implementation. 

Complete for scores at level 1 or level 2.

	READING COMPREHENSION
	
	
	

	Use of high impact before-reading strategies:
I teach and provide opportunities for students to use the following specific strategies to support their readiness for reading tasks:

· Activating prior knowledge

· Setting purpose for reading

· Using text features 

· Using text structure


	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Use of high impact during-reading strategies:
I teach and provide opportunities for students to use the following specific strategies to improve comprehension during reading:

· Identifying main ideas and supporting details/evidence by annotating/marking the text

· Analyzing information by identifying fact, opinion, point of view, bias, generalizations

· Asking questions to interact with text

· Making inferences and drawing conclusions

· Visualizing events, actions, relationships and/or patterns
	
1
2
3
4


(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Use of high impact after-reading strategies:
I teach and provide opportunities for students to use the following specific strategies to help them respond to text after reading:

· Reflecting about information and ideas in text

· Using writing frequently in conjunction with reading

· Summarizing information and concepts

· Synthesizing ideas and information to enable transfer of concepts to new applications and situations
	
1
2
3
4


(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Student-centered discussion:
I provide opportunities for students to discuss and share their understanding of content area texts through the use of strategies that encourage collaborative analysis, inquiry, taking a position, and deep discussion.
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Wide reading:
I expect students to engage in reading a variety of types of content area texts, including electronic text/media, and I provide in-class opportunities and resources for them to read.
	
1
2
3             4



(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	LISTENING/VIEWING
	
	
	

	Discussion of content:

I use small group and whole group report outs to help students process and respond to what they hear or view.


	1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	DEEP DISCUSSION/PRESENTING
	
	
	

	Discussions:
I provide students with opportunities to connect and think about the concept being studied through the use of protocols to support discussion, active listening, participation, and decision-making.
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Student presentations:
I require informal small group presentations early in the semester leading to more formal small group and individual presentations/speeches by the end of the semester.
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Student motivation:
I provide choices in topics and arrange for authentic audiences for student presentations (other classes, grades, teachers/administrators, visitors, community members, etc.).
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	THINKING/METACOGNITION
	
	
	

	Reflective thinking:
I encourage reflective thinking by expecting students to:

· Analyze and make inferences

· Take a position and provide evidence

· Interpret and evaluate

· Synthesize and transfer application of content to new situations
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Stimulating inquiry:

I use specific strategies throughout the reading/learning process that help students:

· Predict and/or Infer

· Ask questions

· Make connections to their own experiences

· Consider implications of the topic being studied


	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Self-monitoring and comprehension checks:
I teach students how to monitor their own understanding of content material and self-correct errors that interfere with meaning and understanding.
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	

	Instructional Strategies:

I explicitly teach strategies.  I effectively model, use teacher think a-loud, and provide both guided and independent practice during strategy instruction. 
	
1
2
3
4




(Frequency)


1
2
3
4




(Proficiency)


	
	


The purpose of this tool is to help teachers self-assess individual proficiency and frequency with the use of literacy instructional best practices. The results will provide a platform for deep discussion with your colleagues to plan for additional professional development and support to increase the current level of knowledge and understanding at your school.

Questions to guide the use of self-assessment results and powerful conversations of professionals at your school may include:

· Were there many practices that were used frequently by the faculty?

· Were there best practices identified in the rubric that were unfamiliar to many of us? 

· How can we best implement those suggested best practices into specific core content areas?

· Are there collective areas for improvement that can be supported through support of the literacy coach or additional professional development? 

· Are there teachers on staff who were proficient with some of the practices who may serve as peer coaches/mentors?

· How could we use the results of the individual assessments to focus departmental discussions for inclusion of best literacy practices with content areas?
TO DO:  
After completing the planning tool, you should use it for individual reflection to identify specific strengths and areas for focus. The

following questions may be helpful to guide your thinking:

· Are there certain best practices that you ranked yourself as proficient or use frequently? 

· Are there areas that you ranked low? 

· Were there discrepancies between proficiency and frequency? 
· What patterns do you see that highlight best practices in your delivery of content area information?
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