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	Literacy Component 
	Self Assessment 
	For ratings of 3 or 4, provide documented evidence of how you use best practice instructional strategies.

	VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
	
	

	Word rich environment: 
I support students as they learn new vocabulary to better understand content concepts by using a variety of strategies to create a word rich environment, e.g.

· Academic Word Walls 

· Personal Word Walls 

· Academic Learning Logs 

· Interactive Notebooks 

· Graphic Organizers
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(Frequency)
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(Proficiency)


	

	Explicit instruction:
I teach students how to use strategies to:

· Connect new words to prior knowledge

· Generate definitions from contextual cues and word analysis

· Organize new words around core concepts
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(Proficiency)


	

	Explicit instruction:

I explicitly and systematically implement and evidence-based instructional sequence, e.g. Marzano’s Six Steps in Teaching Academic Background Knowledge, for critical academic vocabulary. 
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(Proficiency)


	

	Repeated opportunities to interact with words:
I provide students with multiple evidence-based opportunities to connect with, use, and remember content vocabulary.

· Comparing and Contrasting

· Creating Analogies 

· Substantive Conversation 

· Writing to Learn 

· Meaningful Games 
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(Frequency)
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(Proficiency)


	


Frequency: 

1 – I don’t use this best practice.

2 – I occasionally use this best practice.

3 – I frequently use this best practice during a lesson or unit.      

4 – I consistently use this best practice during a lesson or unit.

Proficiency:



1 – I don’t understand this literacy best practice or how to implement it in my classroom.

2 – I am hesitant about implementing this best practice and would benefit from seeing this practice in action in my content area.

3 – I am confident that the way I implement this best practice supports improved student learning in my classroom. 

4 – I am extremely confident when implementing this best practice and believe my use of this practice could serve as a model for others.

The purpose of this tool is to help teachers self-assess individual proficiency and frequency with the use of literacy instructional best practices. The results will provide a platform for deep discussion with your colleagues to plan for additional professional development and support to increase the current level of knowledge and understanding at your school.

Questions to guide the use of self-assessment results and powerful conversations of professionals at your school may include:

· Were there many practices that were used frequently by the faculty?

· Were there best practices identified in the rubric that were unfamiliar to many of us? 

· How can we best implement those suggested best practices into specific core content areas?

· Are there collective areas for improvement that can be supported through support of the leadership team or additional professional development? 

· Are there teachers on staff who were proficient with some of the practices who may serve as peer coaches/mentors?

· How could we use the results of the individual assessments to focus departmental discussions for inclusion of best literacy practices with content areas?
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