Text Complexity Rubric for INFORMATIONAL Texts

Text Title: ___________________________________________________      Grade: _______

	Criteria
	Least Complex


	Evolving Complexity

	Most Complex



	Informational Texts
Knowledge Demands: Content/Discipline Knowledge

	· Common, everyday experiences

· Few assumptions about reader’s prior knowledge

· Few references to other texts

· Perspective(s) similar to reader’s
	
	· Experiences distinctly different from the reader’s
· Many assumptions about reader’s prior knowledge
· Many references to other texts

· Perspective(s) dissimilar to the reader’s

	Language Conventionality & Clarity
	· Literal

· Clear

· Contemporary or familiar language
· Conversational language
	
	· Figurative or ironic

· Ambiguous or purposefully misleading

· Archaic or unfamiliar language

· Academic & domain -specific language

	Structure


	· Simple structure
· Conventional

· Clear text structure 
· Simple graphics

· Graphics unnecessary or used as a supplement to understanding the text
	
	· Complex structure
· Unconventional
· Unusual and complicated text structure
· Graphics provide an independent source of information within the text

	Levels of Meaning


	· Simple theme/purpose
· Single level of meaning

· Explicitly stated purpose

	
	· Complex theme/purpose
· Multiple levels of meaning

· Implicit and obscure purpose
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